TABLE 4

Antimicrobials for Skin Infections in Dogs’*

First-tier empiric antimicrobials

Clindamycin

5.5-11 mg/kg PO q 12 hr

Cephalexin

22-30 mg/kg PO g 12 hr

Amoxicillin clavulanate

14-25 mg/kg PO g 12 hr

Trimethoprim-sulfadiazine/sulfamethoxazole

15-30 mg/kg PO g 12 hr

First OR second tier

Cefpodoxime

5-10 mg/kg PO g 24 hr

Cefovecin

8 mg/kg SC q 14 days

Second tier ONLY with culture and susceptibility

Minocycline

5-10 mg/kg PO q 12 hr

Doxycycline

5-10 mg/kg PO g 12 hr

Enrofloxacin

5-20 mg/kg PO q 24 hr

Marbofloxacin

2.75-5.5 mg/kg PO q 24 hr

Pradofloxacin

3 mg/kg PO g 24 hr

Chloramphenicol

40-50 mg/kg PO g 8 hr

Rifampin

3-6 mg/kg PO g 24 hr?

Do NOT use for Staphylococcus spp. infections

Amoxicillin

Penicillin

Nitrofurantoin

PO, orally; SC, subcutaneously.

*For more information on antimicrobial stewardship, see the 2022 AAFP/AAHA Antimicrobial Stewardship Guidelines at aaha.org/
antimicrobials.
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The 2023 AAHA Management of Allergic Skin Diseases Guidelines are available at aaha.org/allergic-diseases.
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